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Will we have the option for full distance learning 
for our children?

Yes, parents will have the option of 100% distance learning 
for their child.

INSTRUCTIONAL MODEL

Why is the proposed hybrid model ending at 
12:45? Couldn’t the cohort who is distance learn-
ing at home log into live Google meetings and 
get direct instruction that way? 

Teachers need time in the afternoon, before their contract 
hours end, to connect with the cohort that is learning from 
home.  While students may spend some time connecting 
with other students “live” in the classroom, it is unrealistic to 
expect students to stay focused for that length of time.  It is 
also difficult for teachers to be able to address the learning 
needs of students at home at the same time they are trying 
to meet the needs of those present.  The teachers need the 
time to turn and focus their attention on the students who 
have been working that day from home.   

There is also additional time needed for the custodial, trans-
portation, and other staff to thoroughly clean the schools 
and equipment for the following day.   

Does 100% distance learning *by choice* comply 
with AB-77? Will a doctor’s note be required?

The interpretations and opinions on AB77 continue to 
evolve.  At this time, 100% Distance Learning is a viable 
option available to parents.  There is no requirement for 
doctor’s note.  

Will students that are in dual immersion be able 
to continue in dual immersion, or can they be 
changed schools as well? 

Yes, students will continue in the Dual Immersion program. 
Just like other programs, the District will make every effort 
to keep students at the school where they are currently 
registered, but depending on the numbers selecting each 
educational option, there is a possibility the school  will 
need to be changed. 

If we choose online learning will our child be as-
signed to their home school?  

The District will make every effort to keep students at the 
school where they are currently registered, but depending 
on the numbers selecting each educational option, there is 
a possibility the school  will need to be changed.

If we sign up to the hybrid model, and then get 
sent to another school, can we switch to 100% 
distance learning at that time?  

Once you select  your Education Model, you are committed 
and  enrolled for that option.  There will be opportunities 
to make changes at the end of each trimester.  The approv-
al of the changes will be tentative based upon space and 
availability..

If we choose one of the two models will we be 
guaranteed this option for the entire 2020-2021 
school year?

We are currently offering a 100% distance model. While 
we wish we could guarantee you a 100% distance option 
for the year, we adhere to specific regulations set-forth to 
us from the state/federal government. While everyday our 
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world is changing we are hoping to make the best decisions 
based on recommendations from our state/federal govern-
ment while still taking into consideration the safety of our 
students, employees and families.

Will working families be given priority for hybrid 
models? “essential workers”

We appreciate your service to our community and are work-
ing on trying to accommodate all families within our district 
and will try to meet the needs of essential working parents/
guardians.

How much daily interaction with a teacher will a 
student have in a 100% distance learning plan? 
As in, how many face to face online hours?

This item is an important consideration that continues to 
be discussed.  Although there is not a set amount of time 
yet, families can be assured there will be daily interaction 
between the teacher and student. 

During recess, will children have things to play 
with, balls, jump rope, etc?

Students will still have recess and free time.  They will be 
able to use equipment that they have brought from home 
or school provided equipment that will be cleaned daily.  
Students will not be able to play on the school playground 
structure(s).  

In the Hybrid model, will students have the same 
teacher on the in person days and the distance 
learning days?

Yes

Dual immersion schools will have both options?

Yes

What is the plan for special needs children? 

Special needs children will still continue to receive services.  
Specific details will be discussed with families of students 
with an Individual Education Plan. 

What about if teachers need a substitute, will 
they also know all guidelines with our students? 
Will it be too much for them?

If teachers are unable to teach their class, a substitute will 
be provided.  Teachers would be expected to provide the 
substitute teacher with detailed lesson plans.  

Will the kids have PE?

The requirements for PE have been waived by the CDE for 
this year. 

Are children going to have free-time/recess if the 
school is open to play with friends for their men-
tal health, or what is that protocol? 

Students will have the chance to participate in recess.  Stu-
dents from one class will be socially distanced from those in 
other classes.  They will be able to use equipment that they 
have brought from home or school provided equipment 
that will be cleaned daily.  Students will not be able to play 
on the school playground structure(s). 

Will my child lose her spot at her home school if 
we choose 100% distant learning?

No

How will parents be able to attend jobs on days 
they have distance learning?

The District is sensitive to the needs of all families, especially 
with childcare, engagement, and distance learning.  The 
same questions and concerns are expressed by SCESD em-
ployees with students.  

If my child doesn’t do well with the hybrid model 
can I switch them to 100% distance learning?

Once you select  your Education Model, you are committed 
and  enrolled for that option.  There will be opportunities 
to make changes at the end of each trimester.  The approv-
al of the changes will be tentative based upon space and 
availability.

How will cohorts be decided? By last name? By 
grade?

The district is working with the Salinas Union High School 
District to assign households to the same cohorts.  The goal 
is to have all of the children in a household, regardless of 
grade, on the same cohort.  

Distance Learning: How often and how long will 
teachers meet with students during the week?

Teachers will interact with the students every day.  The 
amount of time is still being determined.  

Distance Learning: Young students, especially, 
form strong bonds with their teachers through-
out the school year. Will there be opportunities 
for students to meet with their teachers in person 
(i.e. one student at a time outside on the lawn 
reading a paragraph/essay to his/her teacher)?

With the virus impacting us everyday and forcing us to piv-
ot, we will adhere to guidelines and notify parents if/when 
this option becomes available.
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Hybrid Model: How will social distancing among 
students be enforced?

Students will be expected to follow the guidelines regard-
ing social distancing.  Students will be regularly reminded of 
these expectations.  

What if I would like to enroll my child in a differ-
ent district and have them released from SCESD?

Our district has a form for parents requesting to have their 
child released form the Salinas Elementary School District. 
We approve and deny applications based on a set of specif-
ic criteria. Please see this link in order to learn more about 
the criteria required as well as access to the form needed 
to release your child from our district. Should you have any 
questions please call Pupil Personnel Services at 831-784-
2214.

For parents who are on an Intra/Interdistrict 
Transfer, what choice do we have if we are not 
willingly to send our kids back? Can we enroll in 
a homeschool program for the year and still have 
our spot saved at Lincoln till the next school year 
(2021-2022)?

Unfortunately we cannot guarantee your spot if homes-
chooling is an option that you choose.

Will we be notified via email which classes our 
children will be in, or will we need to go to the 
school?

Class assignments will be posted at the school site.  Individ-
uals will be expected to honor social distancing guidelines 
as they find out about their child’s classroom assignment.  

How will we know which cohort we are in?

Families will be notified of their cohort as soon as possi-
ble after we are able to determine the number of families 
selecting each option.  

if we choose distance learning can we be guaran-
teed that for the entire year?

Yes

  PROCEDURES FOR 
  COVID SAFETY

There is significant pressure to reopen schools while ensur-
ing that every student and staff member is healthy and safe.   
California Gov. Gavin Newsom insists schools need to make 
their best attempt to open this fall, warning of the educa-
tional and social-emotional impacts of keeping kids out of 
the classroom. President Trump has said that schools need 
to reopen and has threatened the possible withholding of 
federal money if they do not.  

We are all facing unprecedented times as we strive to meet 
the safety and learning needs of every student. We appre-
ciate your patience as we work together within constantly 
evolving guidelines to do so.

How many positive cases of COVID 19 need to be 
reported in our school community for the school 
to shut down?

There is not a set number of cases that will necessitate the 
closing of a school.  The determination to close a school due 
to positive cases of COVID 19 will be made by the Monterey 
County Health Department.

Will this include anyone who is living with the 
child or anyone they come in contact with?

Students or staff with family members that have tested posi-
tive for COVID 19 will be switched  immediately to Distance 
Learning until they can report:
   •  3 consecutive days with no fever
   •  Respiratory symptoms have improved and
   •  14 days since symptoms first appeared

How are you going to communicate with families 
so that the families report if they are positive for 
COVID or have come in contact with someone 
who is positive?

Families are required to report positive student cases of 
COVID 19 as part of the attendance verification procedures 
already in place.  As soon as students are confirmed as 
having COVID 19, they will be immediately switched to 
Distance Learning until they can report:
   •  3 consecutive days with no fever
   •  Respiratory symptoms have improved and
   •  14 days since symptoms first appeared

If students are hospitalized, they will be required to bring 
a verification from a doctor that they are able to return to 
school in person.  
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Are tests required prior to the starting school 
year? Kinda like immunization records?

No

Will we be notified when the first case gets re-
ported even if it is not from someone in our
Cohort?

Families will be notified when there are positive cases for 
COVID 19.
  
Since we are dealing with elementary students it 
may not be them who actually get sick but rather 
their family members or other adults they come 
in contact with how will we know?

That is definitely a challenging consideration.  Students who 
have positive cases of COVID 19 will be placed on 100% dis-
tance learning and families will be informed that there have 
been positive cases reported. Families that are concerned 
about family members being infected because of exposure 
from school should choose the 100% distance learning 
instructional model.  

Will those families be quarantined for the two 
week period? Will the whole cohort be told to 
stay home?

Individual students who are reported as positive for COVID 
19 and the members of their cohort will be immediately 
switched to Distance Learning until they can report:
   •  3 consecutive days with no fever
   •  Respiratory symptoms have improved and
   •  14 days since symptoms first appeared

If students are hospitalized, they will be required to bring 
a verification from a doctor that they are able to return to 
school in person.  

If a child does go back to school will they be 
screened before entering? What will the protocol 
be? 

All students and staff will be screened daily before entering 
school.  Students who have been identified as positive for 
COVID 19 will be on Distance Learning until they can report:
   •  3 consecutive days with no fever
   •  Respiratory symptoms have improved and
   •  14 days since symptoms first appeared

If students are hospitalized, they will be required to bring 
a verification from a doctor that they are able to return to 
school in person.  

How many children will be in the classroom and 
how will the classroom look?

The number of students in the classroom on a cohort will 
vary depending on the size of the classroom and the ability 
to practice social distancing in that space.  The number of 
students will not exceed 15.  Students in the classroom will 
continue to participate in learning activities throughout the 
day with their own sets of instructional tools, materials, and 
storage space.  All personal items will be taken home daily.  

Are children going to have free-time/ recess if the 
school is open to play with friends for their men-
tal health, or what is that protocol? 

Students will still have recess and free time.  They will be 
able to use equipment that they have brought from home 
or school provided equipment that will be cleaned daily.  
Students will not be able to play on the school playground 
structure(s).  

Will children have lunch at school? If so, where 
will they have lunch at?

The lunch rooms will be closed. Students will be given a 
sack lunch that they will be able to take and eat at home at 
the end of the day.  

How will you prevent the spread of asymptomatic 
spreaders in the classroom?

Please note that the precautions we are taking are as 
thorough as possible and the directions/protocols we are 
putting in place to reduce the spread are coming from our 
state/federal government. Please bear with us, while we do 
understand the impact distance learning has on working 
families, this is an option that the district is offering in order 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

Seeing that the teacher will be exposed to the en-
tire class in the course of one week in the hybrid 
model, won’t the students inevitably be exposed 
to the whole class regardless of breaking into 
cohorts?

Students and staff who are feeling sick for any reason are to 
stay home for the day.  Students who have been identified 
as positive for COVID 19 will be on Distance Learning until 
they can report:
   •  3 consecutive days with no fever
   •  Respiratory symptoms have improved and
   •  14 days since symptoms first appeared

In the event that a teacher is confirmed as positive for 
COVID 19, a substitute teacher will teach the class while in 
frequent communication with the classroom teacher.  De-
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pending on the severity of the disease, the classroom teach-
er may still participate in distance learning with the students 
in their classroom during the period of their quarantine.  

Will temperatures be taken prior to getting on 
the bus?

Yes, temperatures will be taken prior to getting on the bus.

Will schools provide hand sanitizers in buses and 
in classrooms?

Schools will provide proper means of sanitizing for students 
and employees.

What if a teacher shows up with a temp of 100+? 

The district has protocol set in place for teachers, students, 
employees, who test positive.  In the event that a teacher is 
confirmed as positive for COVID 19, a substitute teacher will 
teach the class while in frequent communication with the 
classroom teacher.  Depending on the severity of the dis-
ease, the classroom teacher may still participate in distance 
learning with the students in their classroom during the 
period of their quarantine.  

What if a staff member tests positive? Or, Stu-
dent?  If you find that there is an outbreak at a 
school will the school be closed?

That determination will be done by the Monterey County 
Health Department.

What is the cleaning process/schedule between 
groups?

Schools will be cleaned and disinfected thoroughly be-
tween student cohorts.  

What about other symptoms besides fever? In the 
past kids that were coughing in class were not 
being sent home

Any student who is sick for any reason is encouraged to stay 
home and recover.  If a child is sick at school, they will be 
sent to the Health Clerk or Nurse who will contact parents 
or guardians.   

If you find that there is an outbreak at a school 
will the school be closed?

The Monterey County Health Department will make that 
determination.  It is anticipated that schools will close  oper-
ations in person.

Will masks be provided if needed?

Our school district will work to provide students who are in 
need of proper PPE.  We do request that you try to prepare 
your child with proper PPE before arriving at school in order 
to minimize any risk he/she may pose.

Can shields be used instead of masks? 

When appropriate and recommended by medical sources. 

Will teachers be tested weekly?

No, they will not be tested weekly.

How will frequently touched surfaces be kept 
clean when children will be touching everything? 
Will classrooms be disinfected everyday?

We will have a rotation of cleaning all high touch points 
while students are on campus.

Who will be conducting these high traffic disin-
fecting areas such as doorknobs, desks, toilets, 
etc ?

Most of the cleaning will be addressed by custodial staff,  
We are reworking the schedules to accommodate this work. 

How many positive cases of COVID 19 need to be 
reported in our school community for the school 
to shut down? Will this include anyone who is 
lives with the child or anyone they come in con-
tact with?

The Monterey County Health Department will have jurisdic-
tion on closing schools.  They will track any outbreaks. 

How are you going to communicate with families 
so that the families report if they are positive for 
COVID or have come in contact with someone 
who is positive?

The Monterey County Health Department will make a notifi-
cation on who to notify.

Will we be notified when the first case gets re-
ported even if it is not from someone in our
Cohort?

The Monterey County Health Department will make a deter-
mination on who to notify on cases.
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Will the teachers be given the proper equipment 
needed to protect themselves and the student? 
Such as will they be provided PPE, cleaning sup-
plies and hand sanitizer for each classroom?

Yes.  The district currently has PPE’s for all of our staff. 

What alternatives will you have for parents who 
do not feel it is safe to return to school? Will we 
have an option to continue distance learning or 
will we have to go to a homeschool program?

Please see Instructional Model FAQ for more information 
regarding your options.

Will kids use the bathrooms? What is the cleaning 
schedule?

Yes the restrooms will open but not all of the restrooms at 
one time due to the limited amount of students on campus. 
Custodial staff will be conducting restroom checks every 30 
minutes addressing any issues that may exist and will be in 
radio contact with the office in case of an emergency, the 
restroom stalls will create a safe barrier that will be wiped 
down during restroom checks.

If a student or teacher has a confirmed case of 
Covid, what are the protocols to follow? Will that 
particular classroom have to quarantine or the 
entire school? If there is a confirmed case within 
the school, what is the timeline in which families 
will be notified?

“Families are required to report positive student cases of 
COVID 19 as part of the attendance verification proce-
dures already in place. As soon as students are confirmed 
as having COVID 19, they will be immediately switched to 
Distance Learning until they can report:
   •  3 consecutive days with no fever
   •  Respiratory symptoms have improved and
   •  10 days since symptoms first appeared

If students are hospitalized, they will be required to bring 
a verification from a doctor that they are able to return to 
school in person.”

Will the school board be hiring extra nurses ver-
sus regular people to screen the staff each day 
and/or the children or adolescents at the school 
setting?

All of our staff that will be conducting regular temperature 
checks will be screened and given the proper training in 
order to make sure that we meet the guidelines set forth 

in regards to temperature checks and the accuracy during 
morning temperature checks. We also want to make sure 
that your child’s entry into school is an easy and non 
stressful situation and that the flow of traffic is efficient and 
following safety protocols.

My family household includes medically fragile/
immune compromised individuals, do we have to 
send our child(ren) to class?

Please see FAQ section labeled Instructional Models for 
more information in regards to your options. This question 
also applies to families who are working as essential workers 
in various fields including: medical/dental fields, education, 
etc.  If you or anyone of your household members works 
in a field that relates to nursing homes, medical buildings, 
high-risk populations pelase see Instructional Models to un-
derstand the best fit for your family.  We thank you for your 
service to our community.

If children will be attending school on certain 
days only will you make it a priority to have sib-
lings attend on the same days so they will have 
the same schedule?

We are working together to ensure that children in the 
same school are placed in mirroring cohorts. In regards to 
children who are attending elementary school with siblings 
in high school, our district is working with the high school 
district to mirror similar cohorts and hope to accommodate 
families.

Will temperature checks and symptoms screening 
be done multiple times a day? Tylenol can last for 
up to 4 hours. Temp checks should be done multi-
ple times.

This is something we will look into regarding direction from 
the state/federal government. Please stay tuned for more 
information regarding multiple daily temperature checks.

I have a medically fragile child, will I be able to do 
distance learning 100% throughout the school 
year?

Currently our district is offering a 100% distance option.  
Please see Instructional Model FAQ for more information 
regarding your options in regards to our currenty offerings 
for the 2020-2021 school year.
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PPE REQUIREMENTS

If a child has asthma, what is the protocol for 
mask wearing during school?

As per CDC current guidelines, all students must wear 
masks.  If they are medically fragile, distance learning should 
be picked as the model.

If the CDC requires mask wearing for ages 12 
and up why would students who are younger be 
required to wear masks during school?

The California Department of Public Health state the follow-
ing persons are exempt from wearing a mask:

“Persons younger than two years old. These very young 
children must not wear a face covering because of the risk 
of suffocation.

There is scientific evidence to suggest that use of cloth 
face coverings by the public during a pandemic could 
help reduce disease transmission. Their primary role is to 
reduce the release of infectious particles into the air when 
someone speaks, coughs, or sneezes, including someone 
who has COVID-19 but feels well. Cloth face coverings are 
not a substitute for physical distancing, washing hands, and 
staying home when ill, but they may be helpful when com-
bined with these primary interventions.”

Sited: <CDPH: Guidance for Face Coverings. https://
www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Doc-
ument%20Library/COVID-19/Guidance-for-Face-Cover-
ings_06-18-2020.pdf. June 18th, 2020>

Will the teachers be given the proper equipment 
needed to protect themselves and the student? 
Such as will they be provided PPE, cleaning sup-
plies and hand sanitizer for each classroom?

Yes, all personnel will have the appropriate and necessary 
PPE.

If a child has asthma, what is the protocol for 
mask wearing during school?

As per the California Health Department Face Coverings 
Guidelines persons who are exempt from wearing a mask 
are as follows:

“Persons with a medical condition, mental health condition, 
or disability that prevents wearing a face covering. This in-
cludes persons with a medical condition for whom wearing 
a face covering could obstruct breathing or who are uncon-
scious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to remove a face 
covering without assistance.”

Please be aware documentation may be requested for 
exemption of face covering.

.Sited: <CDPH: Guidance for Face Coverings. https://
www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Doc-
ument%20Library/COVID-19/Guidance-for-Face-Cover-
ings_06-18-2020.pdf. June 18th, 2020>

   SPECIAL EDUCATION

If a child has an IEP, how are they going to get the 
extra help they need? 

Each plan is different and parents should connect with their 
case managers to work out the supports needed and how 
they will be provided.

Will you have a meeting to address Special Needs 
students?  

Yes.  We are having a Special Education Parent Informa-
tion Meeting to address your questions regarding special 
education services as we prepare to begin the 2020-2021 
school year and the plans for instruction under Covid-19 for 
our students with disabilities. This meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, July 22 at 5:00PM in English and at 6:30PM in 
Spanish.

To join the meeting, click this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87834983209
Meeting ID: 878 3498 3209
Password: SPED

   EDC & B.E.S.T. PROGRAMS

Will there be before/after school care (EDC)? if so, 
what will be the process for that?

More Information will be going out next week for EDC at 
Lincoln, DIAS and Mission Park. Staff will contact families 
that have already registered for the 20/21 school year with 
information regarding options . Thank you for your patience

Will there be a BEST program?

The Best of Education and Safety Time (B.E.S.T.) program will 
operate Tuesday - Friday. The B.E.S.T. program will operate 
for at least  three from the time school is dismissed. The 
program end time will be determined by individual school 
schedules and program budgets.


